
October 1, 2018. 

Re.: “Music For The Soul” Concert 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I intend this letter to be addressed to people in leadership in local churches – clergy, pastors, and church 
board members. Last night Sean and Aimee Dayton offered a concert at St. Brice’s, the Anglican parish 
where I serve. I found the concert to be outstanding, and am very pleased to recommend them to your 
local church. 

I understand that Sean and Aimee spent their older childhood in North Bay, met and married. They are 
from an evangelical Christian background. Sean has tremendous technical talent, and has received a 
number of awards for his work (see https://www.seandayton.com/ ). 

The concert they provided was a mix of Christian and popular secular music, mixed with brief stories 
from Sean. I’m 55 and have two older siblings, so I heard a lot of Beatles in my early childhood; this 
concert brought back some good memories. Personally, I was particularly touched by Sean’s technical 
skill in playing “Be Thou My Vision;” and his insight that U2’s “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m 
Looking For” is a psalm-like lament has given me a lot of food for thought. 

For a long time I have been convinced that Christians have been clear about how God is at work in the 
Church. I believe we have been less likely to seek to discern how God is at work in the world outside 
the Church, and where we discern signs of Christ’s kingdom, to cooperate with him. I don’t believe that 
everything in the world is good and in accord with God’s purposes, but all have their beginning and 
their end in God through Jesus Christ, our Alpha and Omega. 

If people come to the concert thinking it will all be Christian music, they might be disappointed. 
Neither was this a concert where secular lyrics are modified to produce a Christian message (I never 
find these attempts very successful anyway). The concert, however, was -- possibly unintentionally -- 
deeply evangelistic. 

We promoted the concert among sister churches as well as our own, and in the community. I was 
pleased to see a mix of people from different churches, but I also recognized parishioners at St. Brice’s 
had invited people without current church connections to come to the concert. 

Sean spoke briefly several times while he was preparing for the next song. I appreciated his humility 
and his transparency, revealing periods of spiritual challenge and of grace. 
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A few years ago I heard a church leader say that in our generation in Canada, the Church needs to learn 
to become “nimble” – to be able to engage rapidly and wisely in our current cultural climate. I am still 
working out what this looks like in my local context. I believe this concert is a step along the way. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch with me. 

Sincerely, in Christ, 

!  

Peter Armstrong 


